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LESSON EIGHT: OVERCOME EVIL WITH GOOD
“If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men. 19 Dearly 
beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is 
written, Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord. 20 Therefore if thine 
enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him drink: for in so doing thou 
shalt heap coals of fire on his head. 21 Be not overcome of evil, but overcome 
evil with good.” (Romans 12:18–21)
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“Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the midst of his 
brethren: and the Spirit of the Lord came upon David from that day 
forward. So Samuel rose up, and went to Ramah.” (1 Samuel 16:13)

“And it came to pass, when the evil spirit from God was upon Saul, that 
David took an harp, and played with his hand: so Saul was refreshed, and 
was well, and the evil spirit departed from him.” (1 Samuel 16:23)

“And David said to Saul, Let no man’s heart fail because of him; thy servant 
will go and fight with this Philistine. 50 So David prevailed over the 
Philistine with a sling and with a stone, and smote the Philistine, and slew 
him; but there was no sword in the hand of David. 51 Therefore David ran, 
and stood upon the Philistine, and took his sword, and drew it out of the 
sheath thereof, and slew him, and cut off his head therewith.”  
(1 Samuel 17:32, 50–51)

“And it came to pass as they came, when David was returned from the 
slaughter of the Philistine, that the women came out of all cities of Israel, 
singing and dancing, to meet king Saul, with tabrets, with joy, and with 
instruments of musick. 7 And the women answered one another as they 
played, and said, Saul hath slain his thousands, and David his ten 
thousands. 8 And Saul was very wroth, and the saying displeased him; 
and he said, They have ascribed unto David ten thousands, and to me they 
have ascribed but thousands: and what can he have more but the kingdom? 
9 And Saul eyed David from that day and forward.” (1 Samuel 18:6–9)

bade me kill thee: but mine eye spared thee; and I said, I will 
not put forth mine hand against my lord; for he is the Lord’s 
anointed.” (1 Samuel 24:10)

“David said furthermore, As the Lord liveth, the Lord shall smite 
him; or his day shall come to die; or he shall descend into battle, 
and perish.” (1 Samuel 26:10)

B.	 Recognize	the	                	of	God

“That be far from thee to do after this manner, to slay the 
righteous with the wicked: and that the righteous should be as 
the wicked, that be far from thee: Shall not the Judge of all the 
earth do right?” (Genesis 18:25)

“Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, 
which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that 
day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his 
appearing.” (2 Timothy 4:8)

“The Lord judge between me and thee, and the Lord avenge me 
of thee: but mine hand shall not be upon thee. 13 As saith the 
proverb of the ancients, Wickedness proceedeth from the wicked: 
but mine hand shall not be upon thee.” (1 Samuel 24:12–13)

“The Lord therefore be judge, and judge between me and thee, 
and see, and plead my cause, and deliver me out of thine hand.” 
(1 Samuel 24:15)

“Looking diligently lest any man fail of the grace of God; lest any 
root of bitterness springing up trouble you, and thereby many be 
defiled;” (Hebrews 12:15)
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“And Saul cast the javelin; for he said, I will smite David even to the wall 
with it. And David avoided out of his presence twice.” (1 Samuel 18:11)

“And Saul spake to Jonathan his son, and to all his servants, that they 
should kill David.” (1 Samuel 19:1)

1. Overcome Evil by                                   
Properly

A.	 Think	Properly	about	              
“After whom is the king of Israel come out? after whom dost 
thou pursue? after a dead dog, after a flea.” (1 Samuel 24:14)

“Now therefore, let not my blood fall to the earth before the 
face of the Lord: for the king of Israel is come out to seek a 
flea, as when one doth hunt a partridge in the mountains.” 
(1 Samuel 26:20)

“For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that 
is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he 
ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath 
dealt to every man the measure of faith.” (Romans 12:3)

B.	 Think	Properly	about	              

“David said furthermore, As the Lord liveth, the Lord shall 
smite him; or his day shall come to die; or he shall descend 
into battle, and perish. 11 The Lord forbid that I should 
stretch forth mine hand against the Lord’s anointed: but, I 
pray thee, take thou now the spear that is at his bolster, and 
the cruse of water, and let us go.” (1 Samuel 26:10–11)

“Then said Saul, I have sinned: return, my son David: for I 
will no more do thee harm, because my soul was precious in 
thine eyes this day: behold, I have played the fool, and have 
erred exceedingly.” (1 Samuel 26:21)

“For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against 
principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the 
darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high 
places.” (Ephesians 6:12)

2. Overcome Evil by                            Right

A.	 Commit	to	             	Things	Right
“And the men of David said unto him, Behold the day of which 
the Lord said unto thee, Behold, I will deliver thine enemy 

into thine hand, that thou mayest do to him as it shall seem 
good unto thee. Then David arose, and cut off the skirt of 
Saul’s robe privily. 6 And he said unto his men, The Lord 
forbid that I should do this thing unto my master, the Lord’s 
anointed, to stretch forth mine hand against him, seeing he is 
the anointed of the Lord.” (1 Samuel 24:4–6)

“And David said to Abishai, Destroy him not: for who can 
stretch forth his hand against the Lord’s anointed, and be 
guiltless? 11 The Lord forbid that I should stretch forth mine 
hand against the Lord’s anointed: but, I pray thee, take thou 
now the spear that is at his bolster, and the cruse of water, and 
let us go.” (1 Samuel 26:9–11)

B.	 Commit	to	             	Things	Right

“Now therefore, I pray thee, let my lord the king hear the words 
of his servant. If the Lord have stirred thee up against me, 
let him accept an offering: but if they be the children of men, 
cursed be they before the Lord; for they have driven me out 
this day from abiding in the inheritance of the Lord, saying, 
Go, serve other gods.” (1 Samuel 26:19)

“Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there 
rememberest that thy brother hath ought against thee; 
24 Leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way; first 
be reconciled to thy brother, and then come and offer thy gift.” 
(Matthew 5:23–24)

“Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell 
him his fault between thee and him alone: if he shall hear thee, 
thou hast gained thy brother.” (Matthew 18:15)

“If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with 
all men.” (Romans 12:18)

3. Overcome Evil by                                     Go

A.	 Recognize	the	                	
of	God

“And he said unto his men, The Lord forbid that I should do 
this thing unto my master, the Lord’s anointed, to stretch 
forth mine hand against him, seeing he is the anointed of the 
Lord. 7 So David stayed his servants with these words, and 
suffered them not to rise against Saul.” (1 Samuel 24:6–7)

“Behold, this day thine eyes have seen how that the Lord had 
delivered thee to day into mine hand in the cave: and some 


