
LESSON THIRTEEN: GOD USES NOBODIES
“For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, 
not many mighty, not many noble, are called: 27 But God hath chosen the 
foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the 
weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty; 28 And 
base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, 
and things which are not, to bring to nought things that are: 29 That no flesh 
should glory in his presence. 30 But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is 
made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption: 
31 That, according as it is written, He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord.” 

(1 Corinthians 1:26–31)
“And so was also James, and John, the sons of Zebedee, which were partners 
with Simon. And Jesus said unto Simon, Fear not; from henceforth thou shalt 
catch men. 11 And when they had brought their ships to land, they forsook all, 
and followed him.” (Luke 5:10–11)

“And when it was day, he called unto him his disciples: and of them he chose 
twelve, whom also he named apostles; 14 Simon, (whom he also named 
Peter,) and Andrew his brother, James and John, Philip and Bartholomew, 
15 Matthew and Thomas, James the son of Alphaeus, and Simon called Zelotes, 
16 And Judas the brother of James, and Judas Iscariot, which also was the 
traitor.” (Luke 6:13–16)

“And there came an angel of the Lord, and sat under an oak which was 
in Ophrah, that pertained unto Joash the Abi-ezrite: and his son Gideon 
threshed wheat by the winepress, to hide it from the Midianites. 12 And the 
angel of the Lord appeared unto him, and said unto him, The Lord is with 
thee, thou mighty man of valour. 13 And Gideon said unto him, Oh my Lord, 
if the Lord be with us, why then is all this befallen us? and where be all his 
miracles which our fathers told us of, saying, Did not the Lord bring us up 
from Egypt? but now the Lord hath forsaken us, and delivered us into the 
hands of the Midianites. 14 And the Lord looked upon him, and said, Go in 
this thy might, and thou shalt save Israel from the hand of the Midianites: 
have not I sent thee? 15 And he said unto him, Oh my Lord, wherewith shall 
I save Israel? behold, my family is poor in Manasseh, and I am the least in 
my father’s house. 16 And the Lord said unto him, Surely I will be with thee, 
and thou shalt smite the Midianites as one man.” (Judges 6:11–16)

B.	 Dependent	upon	the	Holy		 	 	 											

“It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words 
that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life.” (John 6:63)

“ . . . Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the Lord of 
hosts.” (Zechariah 4:6)

“Faithful is he that calleth you, who also will do it.” 
(1 Thessalonians 5:24)

3. Be 	 	 	 	 	

A.	 Desirous	of	God’s		 	 	 											

“. . .but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power:” (1 Corinthians 2:4)

“But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: 
and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, 
and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.” (Acts 1:8)

“For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath 
shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of 
God in the face of Jesus Christ. 7 But we have this treasure in earthen 
vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us.” 
(2 Corinthians 4:6–7)

B.	 Desirous	of	God’s		 	 	 											

“That no flesh should glory in his presence. 30 But of him are ye in 
Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, 
and sanctification, and redemption: 31 That, according as it is written, 
He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord.” (1 Corinthians 1:29–31)

“But God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world.” 
(Galatians 6:14)

“For who maketh thee to differ from another? and what hast thou that 
thou didst not receive? now if thou didst receive it, why dost thou glory, 
as if thou hadst not received it?” (1 Corinthians 4:7)

“But he that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord. 18 For not he that 
commendeth himself is approved, but whom the Lord commendeth.” 
(2 Corinthians 10:17–18)
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“And Moses said unto the Lord, O my Lord, I am not eloquent, neither 
heretofore, nor since thou hast spoken unto thy servant: but I am slow of 
speech, and of a slow tongue. 11 And the Lord said unto him, Who hath 
made man’s mouth? or who maketh the dumb, or deaf, or the seeing, or 
the blind? have not I the Lord? 12 Now therefore go, and I will be with thy 
mouth, and teach thee what thou shalt say.” (Exodus 4:10–12)

“By faith the harlot Rahab perished not with them that believed not, when 
she had received the spies with peace.” (Hebrews 11:31)

“And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with excellency of speech or 
of wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony of God. 2 For I determined not 
to know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified. 3 And 
I was with you in weakness, and in fear, and in much trembling. 4 And my 
speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of man’s wisdom, but 
in demonstration of the Spirit and of power: 5 That your faith should not 
stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God.” (1 Corinthians 2:1–5)

1. Be 	 	 	 	 	

A.	 Determined	to	Preach	Christ	for		 	 	 					

““For I determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus 
Christ, and him crucified.” (1 Corinthians 2:2)

“For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but 
unto us which are saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written, 
I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and will bring to nothing 
the understanding of the prudent. 20 Where is the wise? where is 
the scribe? where is the disputer of this world? hath not God made 
foolish the wisdom of this world? 21 For after that in the wisdom 
of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by 
the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe. 22 For the 
Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek after wisdom: 23 But we 
preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumblingblock, and unto 
the Greeks foolishness; 24 But unto them which are called, both 
Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God.” 
(1 Corinthians 1:18–24)

“For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.” 
(Luke 19:10)

“This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of whom I am chief.” 
(1 Timothy 1:15)

“We then, as workers together with him, beseech you also that ye 
receive not the grace of God in vain.” (2 Corinthians 6:1)

B.	 Determined	to	Preach	Christ		
for		 	 	 	 	 					

“But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us 
wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption:” 
(1 Corinthians 1:30)

“To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of 
this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope 
of glory:” (Colossians 1:27)

“But as many as received Him to them gave he power to becomes the 
sons of God, even to them that believe on his name.” (John 1:12)

“Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old 
things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.” 
(2 Corinthians 5:17)

2. Be 	 	 	 	 	
“And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with excellency of 
speech or of wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony of God. 2 For I 
determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and 
him crucified. 3 And I was with you in weakness, and in fear, and in 
much trembling. 4 And my speech and my preaching was not with 
enticing words of man’s wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit 
and of power: 5 That your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, 
but in the power of God.” (1 Corinthians 2:1–5)

A.	 Dependent	upon	God’s		 	 	 											

“And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of 
man’s wisdom . . .” (1 Corinthians 2:4)

“Is not my word like as a fire? saith the Lord; and like a hammer 
that breaketh the rock in pieces?” (Jeremiah 23:29)

“So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not 
return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, 
and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.” (Isaiah 55:11)

“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching 
and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.” 
(Colossians 3:16)


