
LESSON TWELVE: YE OUGHT RATHER TO FORGIVE
“But if any have caused grief, he hath not grieved me, but in part: that I may 
not overcharge you all. 6 Sufficient to such a man is this punishment, which 
was inflicted of many. 7 So that contrariwise ye ought rather to forgive 
him, and comfort him, lest perhaps such a one should be swallowed up with 
overmuch sorrow. 8 Wherefore I beseech you that ye would confirm your love 
toward him. 9 For to this end also did I write, that I might know the proof of 
you, whether ye be obedient in all things. 10  To whom ye forgive any thing, 
I forgive also: for if I forgave any thing, to whom I forgave it, for your sakes 
forgave I it in the person of Christ; 11 Lest Satan should get an advantage of 
us: for we are not ignorant of his devices.” (2 Corinthians 2:5–11)
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“Looking diligently lest any man fail of the grace of God; lest any root 
of bitterness springing up trouble you, and thereby many be defiled;” 
(Hebrews 12:15)

“Therefore is the kingdom of heaven likened unto a certain king, which 
would take account of his servants. 24 And when he had begun to reckon, 
one was brought unto him, which owed him ten thousand talents. 25 But 
forasmuch as he had not to pay, his lord commanded him to be sold, and 
his wife, and children, and all that he had, and payment to be made. 
26 The servant therefore fell down, and worshipped him, saying, Lord, 
have patience with me, and I will pay thee all. 27 Then the lord of that 
servant was moved with compassion, and loosed him, and forgave him the 
debt. 28 But the same servant went out, and found one of his fellowservants, 
which owed him an hundred pence: and he laid hands on him, and took 
him by the throat, saying, Pay me that thou owest. 29 And his fellowservant 
fell down at his feet, and besought him, saying, Have patience with me, 
and I will pay thee all. 30 And he would not: but went and cast him into 
prison, till he should pay the debt. 31 So when his fellowservants saw what 

and he is governor over all the land of Egypt. And Jacob’s heart 
fainted, for he believed them not. 27 And they told him all the words 
of Joseph, which he had said unto them: and when he saw the wagons 
which Joseph had sent to carry him, the spirit of Jacob their father 
revived: 28 And Israel said, It is enough; Joseph my son is yet alive: 
I will go and see him before I die.” (Genesis 45:25–28)

“And Israel said unto Joseph, Now let me die, since I have seen thy face, 
because thou art yet alive.” (Genesis 46:30)

“And Israel dwelt in the land of Egypt, in the country of Goshen; and 
they had possessions therein, and grew, and multiplied exceedingly.” 
(Genesis 47:27)

“And when Joseph’s brethren saw that their father was dead, they said, 
Joseph will peradventure hate us, and will certainly requite us all 
the evil which we did unto him. 16 And they sent a messenger unto 
Joseph, saying, Thy father did command before he died, saying, 17 So 
shall ye say unto Joseph, Forgive, I pray thee now, the trespass of 
thy brethren, and their sin; for they did unto thee evil: and now, we 
pray thee, forgive the trespass of the servants of the God of thy father. 
And Joseph wept when they spake unto him. 18 And his brethren 
also went and fell down before his face; and they said, Behold, we be 
thy servants. 19 And Joseph said unto them, Fear not: for am I in 
the place of God? 20 But as for you, ye thought evil against me; but 
God meant it unto good, to bring to pass, as it is this day, to save 
much people alive. 21 Now therefore fear ye not: I will nourish you, 
and your little ones. And he comforted them, and spake kindly unto 
them.22 And Joseph dwelt in Egypt, he, and his father’s house: and 
Joseph lived an hundred and ten years.” (Genesis 50:15–22)

“And Joseph called the name of the firstborn Manasseh: For God, 
said he, hath made me forget all my toil, and all my father’s house.” 
(Genesis 41:51)
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was done, they were very sorry, and came and told unto their lord all that 
was done. 32 Then his lord, after that he had called him, said unto him, O 
thou wicked servant, I forgave thee all that debt, because thou desiredst me: 
33 Shouldest not thou also have had compassion on thy fellowservant, even 
as I had pity on thee? 34 And his lord was wroth, and delivered him to the 
tormentors, till he should pay all that was due unto him. 35 So likewise 
shall my heavenly Father do also unto you, if ye from your hearts forgive 
not every one his brother their trespasses.” (Matthew 18:23–35)

1. When I Have Forgiven, I Don’t 

      about You
“And the fame thereof was heard in Pharaoh’s house, saying, Joseph’s 
brethren are come: and it pleased Pharaoh well, and his servants.” 
(Genesis 45:16)

“Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil 
speaking, be put away from you, with all malice: 32 And be ye 
kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as 
God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you.” (Ephesians 4:31–32)

“To speak evil of no man, to be no brawlers, but gentle, shewing all 
meekness unto all men.” (Titus 3:2)

2. When I Have Forgiven, I Am Not 

     Being around You
“And Joseph said unto his brethren, Come near to me, I pray you. And 
they came near. And he said, I am Joseph your brother, whom ye sold 
into Egypt.” (Genesis 45:4)

“Haste ye, and go up to my father, and say unto him, Thus saith thy 
son Joseph, God hath made me lord of all Egypt: come down unto me, 
tarry not:” (Genesis 45:9)

“And he fell upon his brother Benjamin’s neck, and wept; and 
Benjamin wept upon his neck. 15 Moreover he kissed all his brethren, 
and wept upon them: and after that his brethren talked with him.” 
(Genesis 45:14–15)

“And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, Say unto thy brethren, This do ye; 

lade your beasts, and go, get you unto the land of Canaan; 18 And 
take your father and your households, and come unto me: and I 
will give you the good of the land of Egypt, and ye shall eat the fat of 
the land.” (Genesis 45:17–18)

3. When I Have Forgiven, I Desire What Is 

     for You
“And thou shalt dwell in the land of Goshen, and thou shalt be near 
unto me, thou, and thy children, and thy children’s children, and 
thy flocks, and thy herds, and all that thou hast: 11 And there 
will I nourish thee; for yet there are five years of famine; lest 
thou, and thy household, and all that thou hast, come to poverty.” 
(Genesis 45:10–11)

“And take your father and your households, and come unto me: 
and I will give you the good of the land of Egypt, and ye shall 
eat the fat of the land. 19 Now thou art commanded, this do ye; 
take you wagons out of the land of Egypt for your little ones, and 
for your wives, and bring your father, and come. 20 Also regard 
not your stuff; for the good of all the land of Egypt is yours.” 
(Genesis 45:18–20)

“And Joseph placed his father and his brethren, and gave them 
a possession in the land of Egypt, in the best of the land, in 
the land of Rameses, as Pharaoh had commanded. 12 And 
Joseph nourished his father, and his brethren, and all his 
father’s household, with bread, according to their families.” 
(Genesis 47:11–12)

“So he sent his brethren away, and they departed: and he said 
unto them, See that ye fall not out by the way.” (Genesis 45:24)

“But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet 
sinners, Christ died for us.” (Romans 5:8)

4. When I Have Forgiven, I Experience 

Freedom and     
“And they went up out of Egypt, and came into the land of Canaan 
unto Jacob their father, 26 And told him, saying, Joseph is yet alive, 


